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United States, it would be relatively easy to gain^Great Britain's
approval as well. Both of these things were essential to achieving
the recognition of justified and reasonable German claims without
a war, which would inevitably be a world war.
Hitler refused to entertain these ideas: he did not regard the
United States as a Power that mattered so vitally. He had no
admiration for the States. His feelings were a mixture of thorough
contempt and unwilling admission of the vitality and the technical
capacity of the country. He despises above all the political system
of the United States. He despises the life of the States in general,
regarding it as puerile, undeveloped. Neither North nor South
America is yet, he thinks, politically or socially mature; neither
will achieve fixed political and social forms for a long time to
come. In that continent anything may happen, and great
historic events have still to come. Such elements of permanent
stability as political life in America seems to reveal have no
reality: they are figments that could be swept away at any
time. It seems entirely possible that, perhaps by way of
reaction against the liberalistic, individualistic freedom of the
American States, a very sharp disciplining may be enforced and a
centralized machinery of State imposed. Once political disorders
start in the United States, anything may happen. There may be
long-continued chaos, complete paralysis, and the disintegration
of the artificial industrial system, the strength of which is only
apparent. There may then come a new phase of the primitive
colonial existence, which may even bring recovery to the country,
giving it a new permanence through the return to agrarian
conditions. Accordingly, he' thinks. National Socialism must
endeavour to obtain a firm foothold in the United States as soon as
possible, in order to influence developments. National Socialism
cannot be indifferent to the destiny of the American continent:
there are no isolated territories in the world, however immense
and economically self-sufficient. It will be possible to bring in the
United States on the side of the young nations. This requires the
fall of the present democratic regime.
Hitler has many times declared to those in his confidence that he
has no fear of the United States as a Power, because he has the
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